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Durham’s Situation Shows the Limitations of  

the French Language Services Act 
 
Ottawa, October 16, 2013 – The Assemblée denounces the situation faced by the 
Francophone community in Durham Region. Last Wednesday, in Whitby, with 

Assemblée President Denis Vaillancourt in attendance, elected officials of the Region 
of Durham once again ignored the request for support from the Franco-Ontarian 

community to designate Durham Region under the French-Language Services Act 
(FLSA).  
 

The Assemblée des communautés francophones de l’Ontario Durham-Peterborough 
(ACFO-DP) has been working on the matter since 2009, to ensure that Durham’s 

12,000 Francophones are treated as first-class citizens and gain access to French-
language services. 
 

There are currently 25 designated areas under the FLSA in Ontario. To be designated 
current policy requires that, Francophones make up at least 10% of its population; 

urban centres must have at least 5,000 Francophones. 
 
According to the Assemblée, the current situation in Durham reflects that of Central 

and South-Western Ontario regions where, despite the presence of numerous 
Francophones, French-language service offerings remain insufficient. It also confirms 

the urgency to review FLSA. 
 

“When it was first passed in 1989, the French-Language Services Act worked very 
well. However, many things have changed since then: notably, Francophones have 
been very mobile, moving across the province. Current rules create two categories of 

Franco-Ontarians: those who live in designated areas and have more or less access to 
French language services, and others who don’t have no access to them at all. It is 

more than time to review the FLSA and improve it so that all Ontario Francophones 
have the same rights and are treated fairly,” declared Denis Vaillancourt, president of 
the Assemblée.   

 
In supporting of the ACFO-DP situation, the Assemblée will discuss the improvement 

of the FSLA during its annual general meeting, Saturday, October 26, in Ottawa.  
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The Assemblée de la francophonie de l’Ontario (AFO) is the rallying organization and the political voice of the French-
Language community in Ontario. Its mandate is to unite the province’s Francophones and to speak on their behalf, 
notably to protect the rights of all 611,500 Franco-Ontarians.  
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